SUMMARY The meiotic behaviour of two male human reciprocal translocations is described. One patient had an unbalanced son and a chain configuration. The second had a stillborn child and a ring corresponding to an adjacent I segregation. The meiotic behaviour of chromosomal rearrangements must be investigated for proper genetic counselling.
of balanced chromosomal rearrangements in the adult population is 3-32 per 1000. The most common type is the translocation. In newborns2 the incidence of balanced reciprocal translocations is less than I in 1000, but in subfertility clinics the incidence is much higher. In our series of 1015 subfertile males (up to 31 May 1980) in whom mitotic or meiotic studies or both have been carried out, we have found five reciprocal translocations. In spite of the prognostic importance of the meiotic behaviour of the translocation products, to our knowledge only ten cases have been published.3-8
In this paper we describe the meiotic findings in two subfertile males, heterozygous for reciprocal translocations.
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